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SOUTH JORDAN CITY
CITY COUNCIL REPORT Council Meeting Date: August 03, 2010

Issue: PROPOSED ORDINANCE #2010-12, HUNTING PROHIBITED WITHIN SOUTH
JORDAN CITY LIMITS

Submitted By: Ryan Loose Department: Legal

Staff Recommendation (Motion Ready):
Recommend to City Council the adoption of Ordinance #2010-12 with the Findings of Fact and
Conclusions, as set forth in this Staff Report.

BACKGROUND:

The Utah Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR) contacted South Jordan City in 2008 when it
became aware that a deer had been killed inside City limits during the 2008 bow-hunt season.
Section 12.16.080 of the City Code only prohibits hunting within City Parks.

Section 12.16.050 of the City Code makes it illegal to discharge a firearm within South Jordan City
limits. To further protect residents of the City, Section 9.08.100 lists additional weapons whose use
is also prohibited with City limits. This list does not include a bow and arrow; therefore, under the
current City Code, hunting with a bow and arrow is not illegal within South Jordan City limits, with
the exclusion of City Parks.

To close an area to any form of hunting, a local government entity must follow the procedures
outlined by the DWR. The process requires holding a public hearing before the City Council to
discuss the proposed closing and then providing a written summary of the hearing to the DWR
Wildlife Board with a draft copy of the proposed ordinance, a map of the area to be closed, and the
safety reasons for the proposed closure. The DWR Wildlife Board will then conduct its own
evaluations and public hearings on the proposed closure, followed by issuing an approval or denial
of the requested closure.

Upon receiving approval from the DWR Wildlife Board, the City Council can vote on Ordinance
#2010-12 which, if passed, would make hunting illegal within South Jordan City limits.

TEAM FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS:

FINDINGS:

South Jordan City Code Section 12.16.080 only prohibits hunting in City Parks. Therefore,
hunting near residential and/or commercial properties within South Jordan may be
permissible at this time.

Section 12.16.080 may not comply with the DWR guidelines for closing an area to hunting
because the City of South Jordan did not follow the required process outlined by the State.



Therefore, enforceability of Section 12.16.080 is questionable. (However, it is likely the
City could successfully defend the narrow scope of this section under its land use authority.)

CONCLUSIONS:
Following the DWR process for closing an area to hunting and adopting Ordinance #2010-
12 will further protect the peace and safety of South Jordan residents.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
Recommend the City Council adopt Ordinance #2010-12 “Hunting Prohibited” as proposed
by Staff and summarized in this report.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Passing Ordinance #2010-12 will not have a direct impact on City expenditures.

ALTERNATIVES:

Adopt proposed Ordinance as presented

Deny proposed Ordinance

Modify the language of the proposed Ordinance

Amend Section 9.08.100 to include a prohibition on firing a bow and arrow.

SUPPORT MATERIALS:

City Council Action Requested:

Ordinance #2010-12 “Hunting Prohibited”
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ORDINANCE NO. 2010-12 HUNTING PROHIBITED

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING HUNTING WITHIN SOUTH JORDAN CITY LIMITS

WHEREAS, Utah Code Annotated 23-14-1(3)(b) allows a community to close an area to
hunting for safety reasons upon approval from the Wildlife Board of the Utah Division of Wildlife
Resources; and

WHEREAS, the City Council believes any form of hunting within South Jordan City limits
poses a serious risk to the safety of the residents of South Jordan; and

WHEREAS, the City Code’s prohibition on the discharge of firearms within City limits does
not include a bow and arrow; and

WHEREAS, the City Code’s prohibition on hunting in City Parks does not restrict hunting in
open spaces and trail areas found throughout the City; and

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to close all of South Jordan City to hunting and,
pursuant to U.C.A. 23-14-1(3)(b), held a public hearing and submitted the proposed ordinance to the
Wildlife Board for evaluation; and

WHEREAS, the Wildlife Board reviewed and approved the proposed ordinance closing all of
South Jordan City to all forms of hunting; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has found and determined that the proposed Ordinance will
support the best interests of the City and promote the public health, safety and welfare;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF SOUTH JORDAN
CITY, UTAH AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Enact. Chapter 09.08.110 “Hunting Prohibited” is hereby enacted as follows:

9.08.110 Hunting Prohibited. It is unlawful to engage in hunting, as defined in section 23-
13-2, Utah Code Annotated, as amended, within the corporate limits of South Jordan City. Furthermore, as
used in this section, “hunting” also includes the search for or pursuit of any wild game animal, bird, or mammal,
with the purpose of capturing or killing or attempting to capture or kill the animal, regardless of whether such
kill or capture is actually effected.

Section 2. Severability. If any section, part or provision of this Ordinance is held invalid
or unenforceable, such unenforceability shall not affect any other portion of this Ordinance, and all
sections, parts and provisions of this Ordinance shall be severable.

Section 3.  Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon
passage by the South Jordan City Council and execution of the same by the attested signature of the
Mayor of South Jordan City.




PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF SOUTH JORDAN CITY, STATE OF
UTAH, ON THIS DAY OF , 2010 BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE:

YES NO ABSTAIN  ABSENT

Aleta A. Taylor
Larry Short
Kathie L. Johnson
Brian C. Butters
Leona Winger

Approved as to content:
City Manager

Atto

Legal Review: ©
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Mayor:

W. Kent Money

ATTEST:

City Recorder
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